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1 . * Claims 1 -1 9 are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants arguments filed on 2/28/2005 have been fully considered by they are 
not persuasive. 

4. As per remarks, Applicants' argued that (1) Stockwell does not teach, suggest or 
disclose a proscribed code scanner indicating to a transfer component that code may or 
may not contain proscribed code. 

5. As to point (1 ), Stockwell discloses a proscribed code scanner indicating to a 
transfer component that code may or may not contain proscribed code (Col. 5, lines 28- 
47 "...The second field of the edo base is a state field which is filled in by the filtering 
functions. The state field indicates whether the edo has been rejected by a previous 
filter"; Col. 6, lines 1-20 "...Data edo is derived from a bytes edo, and contains 
annotations appended by the filter or modifier nodes. Such annotations may 
include... the rejection reason if the message failed a filter..."; Col. 8, lines 6-12 "...This 
output is directed to the next module based on the edo's filter-filter result field. A filter 
module is visualized as having two outputs, one for PASSed edos and one for 
REJECTed edos..."; Col. 14, line 53 - Col. 15, line 57 "A variety of filter types are 
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configurable ...scans the message for a match on any of the words included in a 
predefined list... catch mail which is not 'normal 1 text or includes nontext 
attachments..."). 

6. As per remarks, Applicants 1 argued (2) Stockwell does not teach filters notifying 
any transfer component to transfer a message to a secondary storage component 
depending upon review. 

7. As to point (2), Stockwell teaches filters notifying any transfer component to 
transfer a message to a secondary storage component depending upon review (Col. 2, 
lines 1 8-28 "... it will check the real domain, which will be that of the parent sendmail 
process. It will check that the source burb parameter matches the sendmail source 
burb. If they disagree, then there is a configuration error or sendmail has been 
subverted. In either case the queue agent will audit and exit"; Col. 8, lines 6-12 "...This 
output is directed to the next module based on the edo's filter-filter result field. A filter 
module is visualized as having two outputs, one for PASSed edos and one for 
REJECTed edos..."; Col. 10, lines 14-34 "...auditor A nodes are individual terminals 
which direct rejections to the same destination... Messages that pass the binary filter will 
be delivered..."). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stockwell et al. (hereinafter Stockwell), US Patent 6,072,942. 

9. As per claim 1 , Stockwell teaches a method for processing stored and forwarded 
code, comprising the steps of: 

transferring code, from a storage component, to a transfer component (Col. 3, 
lines 54-65; Col. 4, lines 13-38); 

transferring said code, from said transfer component, to a proscribed code 
scanner (Col. 3, lines 54-65; Col. 4, lines 13-38); 

indicating, via said proscribed code scanner to said transfer component, whether 
code contains proscribed code (Col. 5, lines 28-47; Col. 6, lines 1-20; Col. 8, lines 6-12; 
Col. 14, line 53 - Col. 15, line 57); and, 

transferring said code to at least one secondary storage component based on 
said indication (Col. 2, lines 18-28; Col. 8, lines 6-12; Col. 10, lines 14-34). 

1 0. As per claim 2, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the 
step: 
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transferring said code from said at least one secondary storage component to a 
subsequent code transfer component (Col. 4, lines 54-60; Col. 5, lines 5-9). 

11. As per claim 3, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the 
step: 

sorting said code prior to transfer to said at least one secondary storage 
component (Col. 3, lines 54-59). 

12. As per claim 4, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 3, further comprising the 
step: 

transferring code to at least two secondary storage components, with a first of at 
least two secondary storage components receiving smaller stored and forwarded code 
and a second of at least two secondary storage components receiving larger stored and 
forwarded code groups (Col. 3, lines 54-59; Col. 14, lines 54-56; Col. 15, lines 21-22). 

1 3. As per claim 5, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein: 
said code comprises email (Col. 2, lines 16-20). 

14. As per claim 6, Stockwell teaches a method for processing stored and forwarded 
code, comprising: 

transferring code, from a storage component, to a first transfer component; 
sorting said code (Col. 3, lines 54-57; Col. 4, lines 33-38); 

transferring said code, based on the results of said sort, to at least one first 
secondary storage component (Col. 4, lines 33-38, lines 54-60); 

transferring said code from at least one first secondary storage component to at 
least one secondary transfer component (Col. 3, lines 54-59); 
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transferring said code, from said at least one first secondary transfer component 
to a proscribed code scanner (Col. 3, lines 54-59; Col. 4, lines 13-38, lines 54-60); 

indicating, via said proscribed code scanner to said at least one first transfer 
component, whether said code contains proscribed code (Col. 3, lines 33-36, lines 54- 
57; Col. 5, lines 28-47; Col. 6, lines 1-20; Col. 8, lines 6-12; Col. 14, line 53 - Col. 15, 
line 57); and, 

transferring said code from at least one first secondary transfer component to at 
least one second secondary storage component based on said indication (Col. 2, lines 
18-28; Col. 4, lines 13-38, lines 54-60; Col. 8, lines 6-12; Col. 10, lines 14-34). 

1 5. As per claim 7, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 6, further comprising the 
step: 

transferring said code from said at least one secondary storage component to a 
subsequent to a subsequent code transfer component (Col. 4, lines 54-60; Col. 5, lines 
5-9). 

16. As per claim 8, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 6, wherein: 

the step of sorting said code further comprises sorting the code by size (Col. 15, 
line 21). 

17. As per claim 9, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 6, wherein: 
said code comprises email (Col. 2, lines 16-20). 

18. As per claim 10, Stockwell teaches a method for processing stored and 
forwarded email, using sendmail, comprising: 
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transferring email, from a sendmail queue, to a transfer component, then to a 
proscribed code scanner (Col. 4, lines 18-22); 

indicating, via said proscribed code scanner to said transfer component, whether 
said email contains proscribed code (Col. 3, lines 33-36, lines 54-57; Col. 5, lines 28-47; 
Col. 6, lines 1-20; Col. 8, lines 6-12; Col. 14, line 53 - Col. 15, line 57); and, 

transferring said email to at least one secondary sendmail queue based on said 
indication (Col. 2, lines 18-28; Col. 4, lines 13-38, lines 54-60; Col. 8, lines 6-12; Col. 
10, lines 14-34). 

19. As per claim 1 1 , Stockwell teaches the method of claim 10, further comprising 
the step: 

transferring said email from said at least one secondary sendmail queue to a 
subsequent sendmail process (Col. 4, lines 18-22, Col. 4, lines 54-60; Col. 5, lines 5-9). 

20. As per claim 12, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 10, further comprising 
the step: 

sorting said email prior to transfer to said at least one secondary sendmail queue 
(Col. 4, lines 13-15, lines 18-20). 

21 . As per claim 13, Stockwell teaches the method of claim 12, wherein: 

the step of sorting said email prior to transfer to said at least one secondary 
sendmail queue component further comprises sorting email by size (Col. 15, line 21). 

22. Claims 14 - 17 do not teach or define any new limitations above claims 10-13 
and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 
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23. As per claim 18, Stockwell teaches an article of manufacture: 

a computer-readable signal bearing medium and storage means in the medium 
for storing code (Col. 5, lines 22-30; Col. 6, lines 37-40; Col. 7, lines 61-66; Col. 8, lines 
1-6); 

transfer means in the medium for transferring stored code to a proscribed code 
scanner (Col. 8, lines 8-12). 

proscribed code scanner means in the medium for scanning said code for 
proscribed code and indicating to said transfer means whether said code contains 
proscribed code (Col. 3, lines 33-36, lines 54-57; Col. 5, lines 28-47; Col. 6, lines 1-20; 
Col. 8, lines 6-17; Col. 14, line 53 - Col. 15, line 57); 

a first and second secondary storage means in the medium for storing said code 
based upon the presence or absence of proscribed code as indicated by said 
proscribed code scanner means (Col 10, lines 16-22; Col. 2 t lines 18-28; Col. 4, lines 
13-38, lines 54-60; Col. 8, lines 6-12; Col. 10, lines 14-34) 

24. Claim 19 does not teach or define any new limitations above claim 1 and 
therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

Response to Amendment 

25. Examiner acknowledges amendments to the drawings, which now appear to be 
in conformance with MPEP § 608.02(d). Objection has been withdrawn. 

26. Examiner acknowledges amendments to the specification, which now appears to 
be in conformance with MPEP § 608.01(g). Objection has been withdrawn. 
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27. Examiner acknowledges amendment to claim 9 for correction of minor 
informalities. Objection has been withdrawn. 

28. Examiner acknowledges amendments to claims 4, 1 1 and 18 pertaining to 35 
U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. Objection has been withdrawn. 

29. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Martin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3970. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 
p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-3970. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nicholas Martin 
Art Unit 21 54 
May 4, 2004 



